
 

JÄCH, M.A. & BALKE, M. (eds.) 2010: Water beetles of New 
Caledonia (part 1). – Monographs on Coleoptera 3: IV+449 pp. 

The uniqueness of the fauna and 
flora of New Caledonia is virtu-
ally unparalleled. No other re-
gion in the world for example en-
compasses a similarly high floral 
endemism in relation to its land 
coverage! 
In the past, the WATER BEETLES 
OF NEW CALEDONIA have been 
studied very poorly. In the sec-
ond half of the 20th century only 
five new species of water beetles 
have been described from this 
Archipelago. 
Volume 3 of the Monographs 
on Coleoptera is entirely dedica-
ted to the Water Beetles of New 
Caledonia. Based mainly on two 
field surveys carried out by the 
editors, Manfred A. Jäch and 
Michael Balke in 2001 and 2009, 
the knowledge of the Water 
Beetles of New Caledonia is up-
dated. 
This book includes 23 taxono-
mic/faunistic papers authored by 
19 experts from 12 countries. 

In total, 58 new species (Dytiscidae: 28, Hydrophilidae: 17, Scirtidae: 12, Limnichidae: 1) are 
described from New Caledonia, all of them regarded as endemic! In addition, six species are 
described from other Indo-Pacific Islands (Bacan, Ceram, Fiji, New Guinea, Wallis & Futuna). 
Four genera and seven species are newly recorded from New Caledonia in this volume. 
Several species are threatened with extinction. 
This book is richly illustrated. It includes 161 excellent color photographs (98 beetles, 63 habitat 
pictures). Furthermore, distribution maps are provided for all 124 New Caledonian species 
treated. 
 

Orders should be sent to: helena.shaverdo@nhm-wien.ac.at or 
manfred.jaech@nhm-wien.ac.at 

Price: 40 € (for members of Vienna Coleopterists Society, 60 € for non-members) 
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First record of Pseudolathra transversicollis ASSING, 2012 
from the Malay Peninsula 

(Coleoptera: Staphylinidae: Paederinae) 
Y. SENDA 

Abstract 

Pseudolathra transversicollis ASSING, 2012 (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae: Paederinae) is reported from 
the Malay Peninsula (Selangor State of Malaysia) for the first time. 
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Introduction 
Pseudolathra transversicollis ASSING, 2012 was originally described from the Thung Yai 
Naresuan Wildlife Sanctuary (western Thailand) and from North India (Uttarakhand) (ASSING 
2012), but the specimens from India were later found to belong to a different species (ASSING 
2013). Subsequently, P. transversicollis has been recorded from the Bokeo Nature Reserve in 
northern Laos (ASSING 2013, 2021). This species seems to be widely distributed in continental 
Southeast Asia, but it was so far not known the Malay Peninsula. In this paper, I record it from 
Peninsular Malaysia for the first time, which represents the southernmost record. 
The examined specimen is preserved in the Ehime University Museum, Matsuyama, Japan. 

Pseudolathra transversicollis ASSING, 2012 
Pseudolathra transversicollis ASSING 2012: 322. – ASSING 2013: 214 

(distribution: Laos). – ASSING 2021: 454 (distribution: Laos). 

TYPE LOCALITY: “W.Thailand: 300 m., Thung Yai Wildlife 
Sanctuary, 15°28'N - 98°48'E \ Tak Province, Umphang 
District, Song Bae Stream. 18-27.iv.1988. \ Evergreen rain 
forest. M.J.D. Brendell. B.M. 1088-183 \ Flight interception 
trap” (ASSING 2012). 
MATERIAL EXAMINED: 
M A L A Y S I A: Selangor: 1  (Fig. 1), Ulu Gombak, Univ. Malaya Field 

Studies Centre, 3.325°N 101.752°E, alt. ca 250 m, 12.–18.III.2009, leg. 
Y. Senda (collected with flight interception trap). 

DISTRIBUTION: Laos; Malaysia (Peninsula) – first record; 
Thailand. 
COMMENTS: Based on the original description (ASSING 2012), 
the colouration of the pronotum is mainly black. Conversely, 
the examined specimen is reddish yellow (Fig. 1). I conclude 
that the variations in colouration constitute intraspecific varia-
bility as I was unable to discern any significant morphological 
differences, including variations in the male genital organs. 
According to the information provided by ASSING (2012, 2013), 
this species is found in well-preserved tropical forests. 
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