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Figs. 8–10: Asimos barclayi: 8) habitus; 9) pronotum; 10) abdominal sternites 6–8. Scale bars: 8 (2.0 
mm), 9 (3.4 mm), 10 (1.6 mm). 
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Figs. 11–13: Asimos barclayi, aedeagus: 11) lateral view; 12) dorsal view; 13) detail of paramere, ventral 
view. 
Figs. 14–16: Asimos brasiliensis, aedeagus: 14) lateral view (of the left side); 15) dorsal view; 16) detail 
of paramere, ventral view. 

HABITAT: The species has been collected in lowland and medium-elevation tropical rainforests. 
ETYMOLOGY: The species is named in honor of Dr. Maxwell V.L. Barclay, who collected the 
type specimen, for his continuous support of rove beetle taxonomists around the world. 

Asimos brasiliensis (SAHLBERG, 1847) comb.n. 
(Figs. 14–18) 

Staphylinus brasiliensis SAHLBERG 1847: 787. 
Gastrisus nitidus BERNHAUER 1906: 198. Syn.n. 
Gastrisus brasiliensis (SAHLBERG, 1847): BERNHAUER & SCHUBERT 1914: 405. 

TYPE MATERIAL: 
Lectotype , of Staphylinus brasiliensis, by present designation (MZH): “” / “Brasil” / “7” / “Philothalpus” / 
“Mus. Zool. Hifors Spec. typ. No. 1130 Staphylinus brasiliensis R. Sbg” / “Staphylinus brasiliensis Sahl.” / 
“http://id.luomus.fi/GAC.7906 Gastrisus brasiliensis R. F. SAHLBERG 1864 [erroneous date]” / “Lectotype 
Staphylinus brasiliensis. R. SAHLBERG des. Chatzimanolis 2022”. 

Lectotype , of Gastrisus nitidus, by present designation (NMW): “São Paolo [sic] [-23.55° -46.63°], Brasilia” / 
“c⸱ Epplsh. [sic] [coll. Eppelsheim] Steind. [Steindachner] d. [donavit]” / “Gastrisus nitidus Bernh. det. Bernhauer” 
/ “co-Typus” / “Lectotype Gastrisus nitidus BERNHAUER des. Chatzimanolis 2022”. – Paralectotype  (FMNH): 
“Gastrisus nitidus Brh. Typ. São Paulo [-23.55° -46.63°] det. Bernhauer” / “Gastr. nitidus Bernh. Typus Brasilien.” / 
“sehr aehnlich dem St. brasiliensis Sahlb[erg] ex Typ. jedoch hat dieser am Kopf vorn 2 Längsreih[en] von 3 
Punkten die einander genähert sind.” [similar to typical Staphylinus brasiliensis Sahlberg, but this one has two lon-
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gitudinal rows of three punctures anteriorly on the head which are close to each other.] / “Chicago NHMus M. 
Bernhauer Collection” / “SYNTYPE teste A. Westrich 2015 GDI Imaging Project” / “PHOTOGRAPHED Kelsey 
Keaton 2015 Emu Catalog” / “FMNHINS3047814” / “Paralectotype Gastrisus nitidus BERNHAUER des. 
Chatzimanolis 2022”. A photo of this specimen can be found at: https://collections-zoology.fieldmuseum.org/ 
catalogue/3047814. 

DIAGNOSIS: Asimos brasiliensis can be easily distinguished from A. barclayi due to the color 
of elytra and abdominal segment 7, which is brown in A. brasiliensis and orange in A. barclayi. 
Additionally, the paramere of A. brasiliensis is asymmetrical in contrast to the symmetrical para-
mere of A. barclayi. 
DESCRIPTION Forebody length 4.6–4.9 mm. Coloration of head and pronotum brown with 
dark metallic green overtones. Antennomeres 1–3 light brown, 4–11 brown; mouthparts light 
brown. Legs, elytra, prosternum, meso- and metaventrite, and abdominal segments 3–7 brown; 
abdominal segment 8 brown medially and orange laterally (in some specimens completely 
brown). 
Head transverse HW/HL ratio = 1.36–1.4. Epicranium with large punctures (Fig. 17), except 
impunctate center; distance between punctures varies. Antennomeres 4–5 longer than wide; 
antennomeres 6–10 subquadrate. Pronotum longer than wide; PW/PL ratio = 0.87–0.88. 
Pronotum with median impunctate area as wide as 4–5 punctures; rows flanking impunctate area 
with 3–4 large punctures (Fig. 17) roughly equidistant; with additional 1–2 rows, each with 2–3 
punctures. Elytra longer than pronotum EL/PL ratio = 1.24–1.25; elytra with uniform punctation, 
distance between punctures 0.5–1.0 width of punctures. 
Aedeagus as in Figs. 14–16; in dorsal view, paramere asymmetrical, wider on the left side; 
paramere slightly shorter and narrower than median lobe; paramere broad, converging to 
rounded tip; in lateral view, paramere different depending on point of view, when on one lateral 
side paramere wide and on other side paramere narrow. Median lobe in lateral view broad, 
narrowing to pointed tip; in lateral view, median lobe becoming narrower near apex; with single 
small apical tooth. Endophallus clearly visible and everted in all specimens examined. 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL EXAMINED: 
BRAZIL: Minas Gerais: Paq. [sic] Estaldo [sic] Itacolomi [Parque Estadual do Itacolomi] [-20.429° -43.507°], 9.–

10.II.2014, FIT, A. Tishechkin leg. (2  ZMUN); Rio de Janeiro: Corcovado, Guanabara [-22.952° -43.211°], 
VIII.1966, flying, M. Alvarenga leg. (1 , 2  NMW); same locality and collector, VI.1966 (1  NMW); 
same locality and collector, VII.1966 (1  NMW); same locality and collector, XI.1966 (1 , 5  NMW); Rio 
de Janeiro [-22.91° -43.20°] (1  FMNH); São Paulo: Ypiranga [Ipiranga] [-23.591° -46.608°], XII.1906, 
Jhering [Ihering] leg. (1  FMNH); Represa do Rio Grande [-23.78° -46.62°], VI.1966, Malaise trap, M. 
Alvarenga leg., UTCI000032591 (1  UTCI); São Paulo [-23.55° -46.63°] (1  FMNH). 

DISTRIBUTION: The species is known from the states of Minas Gerais, Rio de Janeiro and São 
Paulo in Brazil. 
HABITAT: Unknown, presumably lowland tropical rainforests. 
REMARKS: According to the label data of G. nitidus (given above), Bernhauer compared G. ni-
tidus and G. brasiliensis and argued that they could be adequately differentiated based on the 
punctures on the head. However, based on my examination of the type material and additional 
specimens, this is not the case, and the number of punctures on the head is variable. 
Consequently, this is not a reliable character to differentiate these two species. Gastrisus nitidus 
and G. brasiliensis are identical in all respects and thus I am treating G. nitidus as a junior 
synonym of G. brasiliensis. 
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Fig. 17: Habitus of Asimos brasiliensis. Scale bar: 1.2 mm. 
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Fig. 18: Distribution map of Asimos barclayi (circles) and A. brasiliensis (squares). 
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