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Key to the species of Clivina subg. Dacca 
1 Elytra slightly diverging posteriorly, maximum width slightly behind middle (Figs. 1, 3); stria 

one and two joining at the setigerous basal tubercle of the elytron; striole of elytron missing .........  2 

– Elytra parallel-sided, maximum width at middle (Fig. 2); stria one joining with setigerous 
basal tubercle of the elytron, stria two ending free at base; striole short but distinct; length 
5.52–6.07 mm ............................................................................................................................  boreri 

2 Eyes globose, hemispherical, protruding; width of head five sixth of width of pronotum; frons 
with short oval central pore and a small pore at each side anteriorly (Fig. 4); clypeus distinctly 
more protruding than clypeal wings; clypeus and clypeal wings not margined; pronotum with 
basal part of disc prolonged posteriorly and laterally, protruding at declivity as bulge-like 
vault over basal constriction (lateral view); length 4.74–6.33 mm .......................................  forcipata 

– Eyes convex; width of head three quarters of width of pronotum; frons with elongated central 
sulcus and a sulcus-like impression at each side anteriorly, which is longer than the central one 
(Fig. 6); clypeus as protruding as clypeal wings; clypeus and clypeal wings with fine reflexed 
margins; pronotum with basal part of disc posteriorly without bulge-like vault; length 5.41–
6.25 mm ...................................................................................................................................  ursulae 

Discussion 
It was noted by ANDREWES (1929) that Clivina forcipata resembles the C. lobata species group, 
e.g., in size, shape of pronotum and elytra, distance of anal setigerous punctures, and the pre-
apical spur on the middle tibia being furnished with a seta. However, the labrum, mentum, 
mandibles, margins of the pronotum and elytra including the elytral base, and the form of the 
aedeagus are clearly different. 
The differences between C. forcipata and C. boreri are apparent, but C. ursulae is much more 
distinct. Clivina forcipata and C. boreri might represent sibling species; such small differences 
among two or more species are not uncommon and have been already demonstrated in the genus 
Clivina, e.g., among the C. heterogena group from Australia (BAEHR 2015), or between the two 
Palearctic species C. fossor (LINNAEUS, 1758) and C. collaris (HERBST, 1784). 
There is relatively little information available regarding the way of life or the habitat. A few of 
the specimens were collected at light (label documentation or personal observation). Clivina 
ursulae was collected on the muddy bank of a large pond (Fig. 16). The pond is located between 
lagoons and the sea shore and is often used by water buffaloes. The mud is partly covered with 
vegetation, leaving open muddy spaces (Fig. 17). Beside Staphylinidae and Hydrophilidae, spe-
cimens of Dyschirius BONELLI, 1810 (Carabidae: Scaritinae) were also observed. In the ad-
joining meadows, Scarites ceylonicus CHAUDOIR, 1886 (Carabidae: Scaritinae) was found. The 
region, including the microhabitat discussed, was flooded in 2004 by a tsunami, but seems to 
have been well repopulated by the ground beetles mentioned. 
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