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Figs. 4–6: 4–5) Head, lateral view, 4) Kyklioacalles libani, 5) K. syriacus; 6) K. libani, penis in a) ventral 
and b) lateral view, c) apex of body of penis in dorsal view. Figs. 4–5 not to scale. 

COMPARATIVE NOTES: Kyklioacalles libani is most closely related to K. syriacus (PIC, 1900) 
described from “Syria”, currently Beit Mery in Lebanon (STÜBEN 2018). A lectotype of K. sy-
riacus was designated and depicted by STÜBEN (2006). The new species differs from K. syriacus 
in remarkably longer, parallel-sided elytra (El/Ew 1.4 vs. 1.2), less curved rostrum (Figs. 4–5), 
longer (Pl/Pw 1.0 vs. 0.8) and flatter pronotum, and laterally projecting apices of the anterior part 
of the intertemonal sclerite. The new species is somewhat related also to K. armeniacus STÜBEN, 
2006, which is easily recognizable by its larger adpressed pronotal scales and on average smaller 
body size (2.85–3.70 mm vs. 4.15–4.55 mm). 
VARIABILITY: Body length:  4.10–4.55 mm,  4.15 mm. One of the three known type 
specimens (, paratype) has somewhat more contrasting patches of scales along the elytral 
striae. 
DISTRIBUTION: Lebanon. 
BIONOMICS: The type series was sifted in the alpine zone (Fig. 7) at elevations above 2,200 m 
a.s.l. under cushions of Astragalus sp. (milkvetch). 
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Fig. 7: Habitat of Kyklioacalles libani near Qadicha, 2,350 m a.s.l. 

In contrast, I collected K. syriacus in northern Lebanon (Bchennata near Zgharta, 1300 m a.s.l., 
34°20.5'N 35°59.5'E, 16.V.2018) by sifting under not cushion-shaped Astragalus sp. Therefore, 
it seems that K. libani is found in a similar type of microhabitat, but prefers higher altitudes than 
K. syriacus and very probably feeds on a different species of milkvetch. 
ETYMOLOGY: The species name, a Latin adjective (libanus, -i), is derived from its country of 
origin. 
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