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Figs. 19-20: Distribution of Phalilus oberthuri; 19) total distribution, 20) distribution in New Caledonia
(enlarged).
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The rediscovery of P. oberthuri in New Caledonia after so many years is most remarkable. The
“Doline Pilote” was sampled in the years 1999-2004 (POLLABAUER 2003, BARGIER & POLLA-
BAUER 2004), but P. oberthuri could not be found. The use of the doline by the mining company
was ended in 2002 — surprisingly, 14 years later (2016), P. oberthuri has been discovered there.

The localities “DOL-11” and “Doline Pilote” are close to the sewage and wastewater installation
of a nearby mining site and are highly endangered.

It is not clear, whether P. oberthuri is an autochthonous element, living in New Caledonia for a
long time, or whether its occurrence is based on one or more recent introductions (e.g., by birds)
from Australia. Thorough molecular studies would certainly cast some light on the actual distri-
bution of this truly enigmatic species.
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